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BENEFICENT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
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in addendum to

Beneficent Congregational Church

Yeybosset Street, Providence, Rhode Tslang
in HABS Catalog (1941)

Beneficen' Congregational Society

Prezgent Qcoupant: Beneficent Congregational CJrurch

Present lUse; Chuzxch
Brief Stsbement This large hullding is the second mesting house
of Jignificance: of the second Congregational Chureil organized in

Providence. This church is the oldest on the west

gide of the Providencc River, both in organization
and age of its meeting house.

PART ., HISTORTCAT, INFORMATTON
A, Physical History

1

4.

Original and subseguent ovmers: Benefiecent Congregational
Society

3

Date of erecbion: 1809, dedicated January 1, 1810,
frehitect, bullder, suwpliers, ete: James Yilson, an
Irish immigirant and formerly a Dublin cabineimaker, was
vagbor al the ftime of the construction; and may have
helped design the church, Flans drawn by Barnard Eddy,
and John Newinan who supervised the consiruction.
Garpemtyy comtracth with James Aborn. lMasoory coniract
with Ase arnd 3mith Bosworth

Oviginal Plans, construchion, ete.: 7The original contracts
(see supplemental materisl) and the existing fabric of

the building indicate several original festures of the
building that have heen changed. The original drum of

the dome, widich is in place just within the present

drum, was coctasgonel , with slightly recessed diagonal

sides wibth windows, clapboarded, and sepsreated from the
dome oy o molded, bracksied coranice, The original cupola
on the dome was ochzgongl, conbaining & bell, and sur-
mounted by 8 weather vane end ball. The original con-
wract mentlons o Tvanation’ window on bobhy The noritn

and goubh walls of the chureh, £11 traces of
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window were removed when the present chancel was added;
Lhe north window 1s closed, bub iis location ig visible
in bthe patched irickwork., The original contract called
for e projecting porch with four columns, but the coluwmns
were to be only 2' in diameter. halfl the gize i

esent ones, and pres nabIV'ihe entire dselg
existing portico Gatea from the 15306 aijnrrznons. he-
cording Lo the conirach, apparently ihe original roof
balustrade was an open one mage 1w of nevels nd pests.
The oviginal interior colwwas were spooth, and the pre-
sent fluting, wiieh is made up of thin, narrow boards,
is probabvly fastened over the originel eclunmus,

Kotes on alterations and additions: The following noies
on the nistory of the fabric are extracted from a book-
let available in the church titled:. [igtoric Beneficent
higebing House, 1810

“In 1835 James Bucklin was ealled upon o moke extensive
refinements to bring out & more autheniic Greel design.
trs. Antolinetlte Downing has written

TITE ig James Bucklin'sg dlstingulshed interior that we
gee today. t is one of the most important Greek

Revival interiors in the state. The exterior was also
trimmed with Greek detail. Our magnificent Greek Revival
portico which now hes been restored to its original plat-
form was probably James Bucklin's design. The Greek
detail of the windows was added over the old simple stone
lintels of +the 1809 building. The original clapboarded
base of the dome may still be seen if you climb the
ghairs dinto the turret. It was masied with s superimposed
ghructure which also has Greek detall and was designed

to eut the original effect of height thet the shingled
dome had. The detail for the Choragic ionument of
Lysicrates in Athens was probably added at the time of
James Bueklin's working on the building replscing the

0ld lantern of about the $ame height.®

TAs part of the interior change undor Bucklin the fluted
piliars rewiaced plain colums. 1In the interest of
comfort the backs of the pews were slanted as is visible
along the side walle to this day.

“The original meelting house was contained within the
wall which is sgeen at the wing pews: the firsl organ of
1825 was insgtalled in the rear gallery. BRecently the
chapel organ has been moved to this spot and will be
used as a gellery organ., L happy coincidence is that
the rosewood case of the chapel organ ig a close repliea
of the 1825 ovgan.
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"In 1857 the cholr area was bulll over tne one~story
chapel of 1833 and the second organ installed. /4%

this time the gold leafl along the enitablature and tne
baleony balustrsdes was used and has never been renewed.

M1923 gaw the last major improvements to the Meeting
House prior to those of 1939. Steel beams vere added to
the ancient oak Limbers Lo asswure safely and increased
1ife. The present organ was installed as the gift of
He. and Mrs, Jonn D, Rockefeller, Jr., in memory of

Mrs. Rockefeller's mother, Abby Pierce Aldrich. The
beautifully carved orpgen case and pulpit were designed
by William Aldrich, Boston architect, brother of iirs.
Rockefeller, and & son of the church.

#1999, As a birihday present to the Meebing iouse,
granite steps were installed and placed in the position
oceupied by the sbteps a century apgo and from which they
ned been moved for reasons not plain to us of today.

The ancient porch pillers were removed, lensthened and
replaced. They were found to be in almost perflect con-
dition; tne interior has generally been beaulified and
returned to 1is originel unity. Hodern improvements
made over the years have been made a3 inconspicuous &s
posgible. The new aisle carpeling is a cowy of Lhe car-
pet used for the same purpose a century ago, samples of
which were found in some of the pews and on the foot
stools, The narthex has been freed from many encumbrances
including huge storm house enclosures at the foot of the
balcony stalrs. In the process, lovely newcl posts and
moldiags were brouzhi to 1ight. John Huteidns Cady has
been the architect on the front steps and porvico re-
storation and s, Lutoinette Downing has heen consultant
on ali details of the restoration. Hr. Clifford +4. Hall
of the church has had general oversight of all of the
work .

Sources of Information!
John Hubchins Cady, The Civie and .rchitectural Develop-

ment _of Providence 1636-1950 (Providence, :#rode Islend:
The Book Shop, 1957), pp. 73-75, 150,

Arboinette Forrester Downing, Early Homes of Bhode
Icland (Richmond, Virginia: Garrett and Massie, 1937),
oD, 445, 459, 462, 453,

Federal Yriters' Project, Rhode Islapnd, 2 Guide ito the
Smal
2
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HABS Inventory prepared by John Hubtehing Cady, November
19, 1956,

Talbot Hamlin, Creek Revival Arghitechure in fmerica
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1944), n. 183

William R. Staples, fnnals of the Tom of Providence,
From its Firvet Seitlement, to the Qreanigzoiion of Lhe
Civy Government iin June, 1832, Coliecilon of the
Yhode Tsland Higtorical Zociety, Vol. ¥, (Providence,
1843), »p. AZl=duR,

friohae B, Vilson, Peddy Vilson's ieeting-Mouse in
Providence Plsntations, 1791-1839 (Boston: The
Pilzrim Press, 1930), pp. 144 If.

dimtorical Events Comnected with the Structure; The follow-
inz notes on the higtory cof the Benelicent Tonmregeiion are
exbracied from a pampidet available in the c¢hueceh titled:
Seneficent Congrepational Chureh, Providence. Thode Igland,
Gathered 1747, £ Brief idstorical Sketch, by nna Learned
Greene;

.1t was the second Congregational Chureh 4o be 'zathered®
in Providence. Its orsganization dates from darch 7. 1743,
when as a2 reswlt of a demand for a more fervent form of
piety about half the membership of the First Congregational
Church, at that time under the pastoral care of the

Reverend Josiah Cobton, '¢ithdrew and set up a separate
meeting where they atiteaded the exhortation of a lay brother,
wip hed been brought un in the buginess of house carpentry.!

degtined to be af-

"The 'lay brother' was Joseph Snow, Jr.,
Father Snow,' It is
g
N

fectionately known for fifty years as
an oft-told tale that Father Snow led his parishionors out

ivto the forest and cui the timber snd thet with their owm

handsthey erected that first meeting house in the year 1744
on the very gpoi where Beneficent Church siill silends.

.
[
f

*, . Father Snow's old deeting House was a building 36 x 4D
feet with a tall spire which housed 8 heil imported Lrom
rngland in the year L760. Hearby wag ohe oid ouwvying ground
and on tne westh and To the south were & 1ibtlo group of

howses, eacn with 1be garden and 1te low whise fence,

fLLLFor many years the old Meeting House was the lergest
auditorivm in the tovm and in i+t $o0k plzce the first Tive
Cormencements of Rhode Igland College (Browm Unid ve“Q;t”) to
be held in Providence {1770- }7?,,. In this o0lé chureh

George Whitefield and Blshop dsbury botn ﬂ*qu‘Ch: and auring
the troublous days of the Revolubion it orovided & gathering
pirce and a snelier for the wesry Lownspeodle,

"The year 1791 was to prove a momentcous one for this growing
church, for it was in May of that year that a young Irishman

named Jemes Wilson landed in Providence after 2 long and tedicus

voyage from his native Limerick.,
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#,..It soon bheceme evident, however, thab the oid Meeting
Hlouse was gulte inadeguate, and on January lith, 1809, the
Following advertisement appesred in the Providence Gagelte:
'The Beneficent Society being sboubt to build a new keeting
House in this town wish to contract with a person or persons
to Build the same and Dwrnish the materialg, the house to be
91 x 75 feet and the oubtside to we of brick and stone., Those
who may wish to undertale the job must apply to the subscriber
for a particular desceripiion when 2 drali of ithe same nmay be
sgen. '

", ..dusic has played no small part in the 1life of Beneficent
Chureh. Its firegh organ was installed in the rear gallery
in the year 1825 and was bought by voluntary subscription
ab a cost of 1,900,

"In 1833 the '1ittle Chapel' (the present office and br. Krom
room) had been built as & one-story additien to the south end
of the church to care for the growing Sunday Sehiool. In this
'1itbie Chapel' Lowell Hason of Boston, the great composer of
hymn tunes, conducted a wsinging school in 1835, In 1857 the
upper portion of the south wall was removed and the chancel
built akove this 'little Chapel.! It was in this newly

built chancel that a splendid new orgsn was placed in this

same year, which continued in use uniii 1923 when the present
organ was given by Mr. and Mrs. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., in
loving memory of dirs. Rockefeller's mother, Abby Pierce

Lidrich, and was placed in the chancel so beautifully remodelled
for it. This organ is a three manual ook apd Hastings especially
desgigned by Archer Givson. The beautifuliy carved case and
chancel were designed by ¢illiam 2ldrich of Boston., At this
same time extensive remcdelling of the vestry added much to

its usefulness a= a modern church plant.

“o0 In 1872, Wr. Sheere gave the Memorial Chapel in the rear
of the church, in memory of his father, and later instslled
in the Chapel o Roosevell orgén. The beautiful cerved mahog-
any case of this instrument is a replica of the first organ
which stood in the rear gallery of the church. In 1951 the
Chestnut Street end of the Chapel was remodelled to afford
better c¢hurch school and parish house facilities. The lovely
Austrian erystel ehandelier, regarded as one of the finest
in this cownbry, was also a gift from Mr. Steere, and was
hung in the church in 1890. It contains 5763 separale
erystols.”
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hiinisters of Reneficent Church

1743-1793. . . Rev. Joseph: Snow, Jr.
1791-1839. . .Rev.

1837-1845
1846-1553

1855-1865 .
1566-1201. .

1201-1932..

1933~
c.

.. LReV.
. W Rev,
Lev,
Jiev.
Rev.
.. Hew,

Jameg Gillson, MLAE.

#erk Tucker, D.D.

Joun P, Cleveland, D.D.
Xlexander H. Clapp, D.D.
Jamegs (. Vose, D.D.
Asbury Krom, DD,
Arthur E. ¥Wilson, B.D.,"

Supplenental Haterial

1.

Documents relating to the construcition of thne bullding
2, Contract with Jemes iborn, March 1309

These Articles of Agreement made and entered into this
seventh day of Marcn A.D. by and beiween James Aborn of
Providence in the County of Providence Merchant as prin-
eipal and Edward Lborn of saild Providence Merchant as

surety for the said James Aborn of the one pari & the
Beneficent Soclety in said Providence on the oiner part
Witnesseth--That the sald James Aborn snd Edward Aborn in
congideration of the several egreements and promises by said
Sociely on thelr parl herein entered into and made & by thenm
t0 be kepi and performed do hereby agree contract and prom-
ige to & with sald Society that he the said James jAborn shall
and will on his part find and provide for sald Society all
Good and proper ariicles fit for erecting completing & fin-
ishing a Meeting House which is herein discribed (exceptl
what shall be considered as belonging & apperiaining to the
Masons work on sald house and which sre nemed and described
in & contract made and entered into belween said Society znd
Asa & Smith-Boswortn besring date on the 28th day of Feb.
last and signed by the said James Aborn)and also do and per-
form all the work on the same house (masons work exccpted)in
a2 good workmanlike manner--And for the better understanding
and defining of =ald asgreement the fellowing description &
definitions shall be attended to--The Fouse shall bhe Ninety-
one feet Long & Seventy-five feet wide on ithe out side &
Thirty fcet high in the/? Son the inside from the sills on
mein floor--# plank pertition zcrost between the seller &
Vestry & entrys as pr. plat. Two Doors in to tae seller one
from esch gide entry four feet six inches wide, the entry
to have floors lald & sealed up four feet--Threc Doors in
t¢ the Vesiry one from each entry--Three Out side Doors, Cne
imte each emtry the iwe side deoors to be each four feet

six inches wide in two perts and the one on the back end
Three feet wide wilh Glasg in ihe tops of each to lite the
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entrye~--Posts in the seller & Vesiyry nr. Plat, Vestry

t0o be sealed up as high as the windovs 2il round to have
the {loors laid & {inighed agressble to plal with seats
like the ones in the old house and the Pulpit above in
the old house to e pub in the Vestry of -the new lhouse—
at all the doors in the walls to have timber fraims, back
of the windows and door geps to be filled out even with
the wall with tirber and lintel over them to prevent
their leaking—--3ix Vindows in to the Vestry and four

In the cellar of Twelve by Ten Glass sixteen lights the
fraimes and sash ce sioulte as those in the Benevelent
Congregational Socletys lieeting House, thosc in the
geller to have patent springs to the lower gash and bthoss
in the Veslry to boith--Stairs from the bach entry up
under the Pulpit in 4o the houge with a Door at the top,
the Pulpit ag pr. Plat and finished 1ike the one as the
gald B, C. 8. Meecting House {except the carved and flubed
work with /v / Traimed /7_/ of all Danisters with a Door
& Stairs up in bo the same, floor raised and nailing
round under the same agreeavle to said Pulpit. 152 Pews
placed as nr. nlat with the sesis eighieen inches high

& Tifteen inches wide £ the Pews thirty elsght inches high
from the floor of the Pews to the hon of the railing which
ig to be rouwnd of bunch stained the Pews %o be raised,
Doors hung with brass, butis, strip for habs, bultons

& finished in every other part like the said B.C.3. Meeting
house without draws, the floors of the Pews o he of
white pine and ihe fisles & Entrys all over the house

of Spruce the boards not bo exceed seven inchesg in width
21l the flcoors in the Building to he laid Double-—Three
inside front Doors in two partn ageinst the Isles pr.
Pilat the middle one {ive feel & the Qut side over four
feet wide, Thirty Windows on the main floor and Gallery
of wwenty Tour liznt twelve by ten glass the fralms and
gash as stout as they are in the saig B.C.G. Heghing
house to hang douple with leadgs on /Y _/ & o /77 in

the widdle like them fo have & wWoldinzg nailed on yound
the froims on the (ut side and & calsing, and a cwrisging
nailed on in {front of the well round the windows on the
ingide, two Vanalion windows one froni & the other at
the Pulplt Like the one in the houge bulll by Capt.

James dunro in Yestminlster Sireet the sasnh's veing like
the obther windows & screws &-Same gime gleass, all the
glass in gsald house to be of the best Boston Manufacturers,
a blind to the Vansbtion Window at the Pulpit like the
one &t bthe zaid B.C.5, Meeting house. The under side

of the Gallery 10 be ereked ss pr. Flat dom to the windows
& doors, all ihe plllars pr Flat & bored through in the
middle, (with out flutes) Three out aide doors in front,
One in tlhio wilddle in Two parts six feet wide & nine feel
high & two each side single four feet sixX inches
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wide & eignt feet high, 21l the Doors & Doorways made
like those in the said B.C,3. Meeting house, a frontis
to tne middle door i Plat.--£ partition in front to make
an enbry of Tive feedt gix inches in the clear acrost the
house with a flite of steirs ol esch end up 1o the
Gallerys &s pr. Plat, Steps of Maple or hard pine risers
spruce with a Door st the nead of sach,--38 Pewsg besides
three roes of pews round the front of the Gallery opposide
the pulpit for singers to be fialshed like {he lower
ones and pleced vr. plat with [Qdf. Secats o be raised
and placed in each cormer buck of {he singers Pews and
round the Doors foir Blacks made in the conveante form,
The front of the Gallery o be finished like the one

at the gald B,C.3, ieebing House excz=pit Dlain details
instead of braid detsils & dwo _thirds Danister three
inches worked instead of all /7_7, the top cornish set
[i ) out forword. Over head of the Gallerys to be
erecked as vy. Plat to strike all the Pillars. Rach
front corner o be rounded off from ithe Gallery to

the roof, or Door, a flight of stairs & a Scuitie at
each, the scuftles to be itinned and mede like those

on the store of B. Hoppin & Sons.  Tae roof 1o be {lat

& findshed like szid Hoppins Store the bonds first nailed
on to e full ineh of chesinut or 0zk, a vassage through
the roof in to the Dome on the inside & & Scuitle. A
railing round tie roof like the J/ashingion Insurance
Office only larger, banisier of a diffevenmt figure &

gt least four incihes worked and the remaiader in thai
proportion with ten Posts on each gide, and six et the
back end besides the corner with /7 on each and in
front pr. Plat. & Frojection in frort prr. Plat Pillars
bored through the middle A walk of composition like the

"D
roof and nailing pr. plat between the Fillars. & Dome on
the house vr. Plat the Base ten ieel in heipgnt & thirdy
three feet diamebter with four windows of sixieen lights, 12
by ten glass & one door & Gouble Floor on the inside,
outside of the base boarded & clapbosrded (or covered
with boards nalved) the top of the Dome Lo be boarded
up and dowpn to a joint plained smooti: on the out sgide
clear of /7 /. & Cupelow on the top or. Plat the top
to be coverad like the Dome except double tinn to be pul
on & soldered in ete. of the cou sids board, Vane, Balls,
Lightening Rod & Bell by takeing the cld ones the Bell
to De huny complest for ringing and toslinz, a [1ite of
stairs up Bhrough the Dome to the Bell with a composition
roof under the Bell & with a Scubtle Like the other roof
& Seubtles. Plank steps in front as pr. Plat all the
Doors to be hung with as substanbtial ninges & with all
other fastenings as tley have iz the seid C
house, seven locks suitebls for the Doors where they ar
o be pub. Double tinw leaders dows {rom the troughs

10 receive the water 8t cach ecorner raised with wood
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ten feet up the uroubns to be stout and & cornish moalding
on the outgide. The House inside and oubt with the steps
o be painted twice over in all parts {except the seats
in the Vestry & floors generaly) with the bhest of paints
& 0i1, & coulers agreeable t0 the said B.O.3, Meeting
House with the numbers of the Pews painted on themn.

The Fraim to be of the best Materials aprecable 1o sort
and sige pariicularized in an Tavolce sipned by said
James asborn, and Trdlms agreeable to Plat as far as it
is platted the broses & girts let in axtn a sholder &
wenant and the renmainder sufficiently strong for a
Lige Llﬂﬁ house. Iron work surfiecient for ihe fraim, Walls,
/v 7 & all parts of the Building with f’_/ to the door.
E11 the pine on the oubside of the house to be enbtirely
clean of sap. The Doors, Doorways, Floors of the Isles,
Pews above the seats, Pulpiit, front of the Gellery and
in all signtly vlaces entirely elear of nots and all the
pine work tc be well szeasoned. fLnd the said James fbhoren
and Hdward Aborn further agree promise and conbtract that
he the said James Aborn will well end faithfuliy find
and provide all the materisls for completing and finigh-
ing said house (excepi as above excepbed) and do and
perform zll the labour {or completing & {finishing the
same (except as above excepted) alihousi the necessary
articles & Iabour uvihersofl mav not ve fully mentioned and
described by this agreement & that he shall and will
well end faithfully finish sald house ian all parts and
agree that the iaLerials shall be as good & work done

as well as in the saild Benivilent Congregational
Societys Mesting House (except as to the lasons work &
Mzterials as b;fore excepted) by vhe lirst day of
Hovember next witnout any fuwrther or other compensation
then is herein & nereby secured to nim, £nd the sgaid
Society on their part in conglderation of ihe promises
agree conbract and promise with and to the said James
Movorn and Edvard Aoorn that they will well and truly

pay to him the said James Aborn the sum of geven
Thousand seven hurdred & Mfty Dollars iﬂ manner follow-
ing to wit Two Thousand One hundred & Thnizrty Dollars on
the first day of April next, One “housana Rollars on the
tenth day of June next, One Toousend Two hundred Dellars
on the fifteentn Day of August next, One Thousgand Dollars
on the Twentyeth day of Qciober next and the remainder
being Two Thousand Tour hundred & Twenty Dollars in four
Yontns after the house is completed & finished.

Mnd the said Socievy as a further congideratlion afore-
gaid do hereby sell and convey to him the said James iborn
g8 a further congidereiion Thelr old Meeting house now
standing on the lo% on which their sald new neeting

house iz to be erected which the said James fborn is

to take down and remove off on or before the first day

of Arril next. The sald Society however rescrving to
themselves the Bell, Lightening rods, Vane, Huodow
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Blinds, Candle sticks, Balls, Stove and pipe all of
which except the ‘indow Blinds are to be taken down by
the said Jemes Aborn and placed in the WHey FHouse. Jnd
it is furiher agreed that if any dispute on nisunderstand-
ing shall arise between the saild James 2born and said
Soclety's commiitiee relative to the above agreement the
same shall be settled and adjusted by three indifferent
pergons Lo be mutually chosen by the parties wnose
award and detcrmJ“‘u1on gnall be finel and conclusive
etween the parties. The Plate refored to were drawed
By i, Barnerd Bday and by hilm to be explained. In
ditness wherof the suid James Aborn & Edward fborn and
said Society by u“_jT Committee have nerewiith set their
hands on bhe doy and vear first aforesaid,

James fborn

Edward IAborn
The Beneficent Congregationsl Socisty in Providence by
their Comnititee: Daniel Field; Walter Paine; ¥lisha
Dyer; A. Billings; Daniel Prood; Charles Dyer; Benj.
tborn; Stepnen Waberman; Johm Peck; Cyrus Butler, Ben
Hoppin; Amos Yarner; Ephm. Falbob; Joseph S. Martin;
Thomes Rhodes,; Ja. U. fraold.

Witnesses Lo 1lhe gigning of James fhorn; Alphus Billings,
Daniel Prood, Charles Dyer, Benj. Hoppin Jr., Benj. fborn,
Stephen Waterman, John Peck, Cyrus Bubler, fumos Warner,
Ephm. Veierman, Joan Peck, Cyrus 3uller, Imos YVerner,
Ephm, lalbot, Jozeph 5. dartin, Thomes -hodes & Ja, 0.
Arnold,

Hitness bo the sigoning of Edward iborn: Hathan Truman,
John Besely, Roberi Taylor, Michael G. C. Bates.

Ind we the above named committee in owr private capacity
in congideration of the said James fborn's having entered
into the forepuing contract with said Soclety hereby prom-
ige him the gaid James Aborn that we will cause the

above conbract and agreement to be Tully and completely
carried into effect by said Scelety nccording o the

tencr and effect thereof.

roviaence maveh 7tn AD. 180%

Signed in presence ol: Daniel Field;
vialber Paine; Hligha Dyer, A. R¢1l1 nga; Danlel Prood;
Ja. U. Arneld; Thomas 9nodes. Charles Lyer; Denpt.
fborn; Stephen aterman; John Pﬂok, Ben. Hoppir
Cyrus Butler; Amos Verner; dphm, Talbot: Josedh o,

Martin,



t Llonus Billings,
aniel Prood, James U, frnold, Thomas “hodes, Charles
Dyer, Benj. rborn, Hiephen vaterman, John Peck, Bend,
Hoppin, Jr., Cyrus Butler, fAmos fdarnmer, Tnnm. [albot

£ Josepnh 3. rarhin,

—
%

1

WMiehael (.0, Babes

Hopert Teylor

N

D, Contract with James fborn, June §, 1839

These Articles of foreement made and enterad into the
Eighth day of June A.D, 1839 by and between James fborn
of Providence in the Gounty ol Providerce Merchant of
the one part and Beneficent Soeciety in saild Providence
on the other part in additlon ar alterstion in part of
an sgreement, enterned into by the sald Parties on the
Seventh day of Iarch £.D, 1809 for the Building and
Meeting House for saild Scciety-~vWitnessctn that the

said James ‘born sgress on his vart to find the laterizls

make and put on a Jooden i};fon gald House like the one
on the RBenevilent Soclietys ieetdng House, One round
Window finisned complete with the Glass £ in the Pro-
Jection agreeable o the Plat drayn by MHumen the pro-
Jecetion to be four feet elgnt inchnes oub instead of thiree.
& Hiped Boof agrecable to the plat dravm by said Humen
Shinglad in the boght manner withe ipe Rest of ormmecticut
Shingleg in the liew of the Flatt Jowposiiion roof in

the former agreement. The windows in the Dome o be of
rwenty four lites instead of sixteen as in the former
egrecpent with springs to the lower sash. The two flite
of stelrs from the Gallery to the inside of the bome,
instead of thelr zoing on the rcof as in the former
aspacment . A rove of Ballasters with the Bailing on the
top of the back off the second rows of Pews in seaits for
Singers and a stalr in the center of th

one in ‘the Baplish Meeting House in the Jen of the

third rowe of Pews on Seats for Zingers asn in the

former agreement. The wood work in this agreement %o

be painted og in the former agreement except the Shingles
on the koof. /Ind the sald Soelety agree on thelr part
what the gald fborn moy put & pine round railing on

the pews 1In liecu of the Bench as in the former agrec-
ment & in lieuw of the Bellast rail over the Projecilon,
Lo De agreeable to the draft Drawn by Muman. The oul-
sids door, i d

of maid House in the Lower part, Iron work for /v / four
in leaders, Trough round the roof, twoe deuliles on the
root, the door on the cutside of the Dome agrecable {o
the former sgreensnt to be given up o s2id ibomm.  The
mee Shinglas.in the best Manmer with the beslh of saig
Shingles, plaipned jointed and naintod white twlee over
with the besi of pPaimi & CIL in lieu of covering of said

b
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Dome in the foraer egrecment. The Cupelow over the Bell
o be “1yhf screre in lieu of round as by the former
agresment, snd tne top made by the Plai Dravn by Human.
The base of ihe Dome elght square lnstead of round with
kaves on e Corners and Thirty-five feet diameter ai
the sides. /fnd Turther the ssid 3oclely agroe Lo poy
the said James fboen in addition to the former agrcement
for the consideration of PMlierations an above tlseribed
Three Hundired and wighieen Dollars in bhree months

after the house is comolebed and {inished.

Ll

In Witness whercof the saild James Aborn and sald Scelety
by thelr Committee have hereunto set thelr hands on the
day and year firsh aforesaild.

5i?ned in Presence of: James :‘born, Anos ‘iarner,
Deniel Bread, Charles Dyer, #phm. Talbot, Stephen
Watemaan, Benj. Aborn, [homas Rhodo", Lyrus Dutler,
Flishe Dvp , Sen. Hoopin, ‘ialtex Paﬂﬂo, A. Billings,
Jogeph L. Reritin, John Prc ¥, Dandel Field, Ja.l, Arnold.

An Addition to the foregoing addiiion of a former Zpree-
ment the sald James fAborn agrees {0 make the four Pillers
in front of said house two {eet through cased ¢f Plank
well seasoned clean of sap and ﬂalnuca ag in the former
agreement in the liecu of the L__/ over in the other
agreement. for the consideration as follows that ig to
say ‘that the said Soclely agrees to give up to the

said Aborn the boaring of the Eight 1 arge Pillers in
glde of the house and oay said fborn in addltion for the
above alteration Twenty eight Dollars

Hltness—--—~———James ‘born
Ja. U. frmold, ALgent

Mote; This was really bwo conbracts. Inside changes
eall for $318. Quiside page additioned 328,

c. Fipancial records relating to the erection of the
building

SCHEDULE NO. 3

1809 Discount Paid Paid
on payment for 0ld for N
of Notes House House
1 po. pa.

recd ., belore
nayanle
Wov.25 Pald Dunham & Hawkins bill fdvertising

W

DL ODOBE L —— e e —— — 1. -
Mov.3 Paid Daniel /inthooey's "Swreveving Lob-- —— —— L.-=
Dec.l  Paid Henry Hicks bill for FOrk---~——=-- - ——— 6 .34



Dec .7

30

1810
Jan.S

[0}

2
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Digeount
ete.

Paid Henry Gifford bill for YWork----- ———

"

Agsa & Smith Bogworth for a itricet
to his men —————er e e e —_—

T John R. Carpenter for 2 pr Cuality

i

!
I
i
]
m

=8

DINding—c-mm e m e e
L.Hamlen bill for Stove Pipe . ===
H.¥illards bill {fox Iron Work —-—-- ——
B, Luther " " Pending 3ale Pews --
for 1 Broom-——— e e -—

Josiah Redins bill for Balls Ete--—-- -
for Viire for Stove Tipe -

ir

Gandles & Paper for Plats etc---= --
John Carders bill for ovrinting

Aot hemgeee—r e e e - ——
John Bariton Jr. for Old Pewe—w——icvme ===
Zebh. Fernum Y B e -
Jonn F, Greens R it
Jonn Bexely for Creyvinz sale Pews-- -—-
J. Searle & A.Milliams for old pew--- —-

Mathewson Williams for 172 Dew—m——=n ~mm
Daniel Sfnow B1ll for Fixing Bell &
Cushing DON e e
Jones & Wheeler bill for printing

Blank Notes—————wmmmm e o -
Jameg Aborns bill Coniract for

building house—-- ——mmmmmir i mee o
Dunham & Hawking Bill printing

blanks elt-— e it e -
Seth Hunt Jr, for Pewe—ce—om—m—eeen - m——
Peter Grinell & Son's pill for

Guilding Bells ele,—= —— oo e e
Phinehas Povter for his Pews &

e Smil = e e e o ——
. DL Snow's pill for making step

in POlpiteem e e e e e -

4. Coole for A8 yds Greene Corde=--- ——-
Kunieht Dexter (o pig Pew——-vo——oam ——-
Oliver Kindall for Ccl. B, Tallmans

pe‘gr _____________________________________ —_—
Pater iitchel £0r PeW--—rmmceommee  ame
John Par for his iothers 1/2 Pew —--
Moicail Chase for Pewe-—-- cmonscom me

‘-}I—‘w-‘

L
LC
e
nin

o~

Ly Clemence i e v e ———
Josevh G. Snow's bill for trimming
T)OOPQ b et i s 2 e im0k it Bt m e mar o Fomn s e T m tae am A ——

Paid
for 0ig
House

Faid
for Hew
House

1.00

.00

(&)

36
.65
o0
63
.17
27.79
A
1.00

i BA S

1.58
3,-=
3296.75

Q,--

he}
b
o
<o



Febh.

W Ty
B g

Maxr.

27

[V

17

/7

Pai
1 ‘2 pew - -

+
i

Paid N,

]

1t
1}
H
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Vim. Crapon for ¥Vm.Boswortl's

Elisha Dyer's 2 Bills, Pew
& Discount-—-~ -
Jonnn A. Pitman for nis Pew—-—--
Obadiah Brown Esq., for uis pew
Jemes fborn his 1,2 peii———————=
Jones & Wheeler ﬁdvertising sales
peﬁ's— -— e taa s e e a e e e ———
James fborn on Treasurers Nore
given him- - - —. .
Samuel Jemes for Po--~~“ R
Vim. Field 3rd, for Peuy-- - -
Vim, Fleld's 2d bill Pew &
Discownt- -
W, H. Smith 24 for Wm Black's
1,2 pew-- -~ e

+ v . ——

tnts. Card. up-- - - =

fmbs. Brot. up-—mromm————e
Taylor for 1,2 pew-~e—w—————-
Benj. Talbot for pew---——mo——ae-
Asa & Smith Bosworih's bill for
Contract etc.-
Sarah Westcoit for 1/ 16 pew----
Freelove Field ¢ " "
Sarah Field . " n
Rebecca Field ! i i
Betsey Prantise ! H i
Rebecca Peck for ner pew- - «ww -
Kinsley Carpenter for pew———-—m--
Jonn R. Carpenter for 5 yds Ribbon
dlv. E. Talbob-w=-- :
Benjamin Field for 1,16 pew——-——-
Mary Box "o 4
Wm, Field 2 7 Bill for Window
Ornament 8- —m—m=—
J & J. Peck for 1 m Tacks-
John Bexely for ( o
Jebez Olney for 1,2 pew-—sm-—ma——-—
Magon Basseit's bill ph_ptlng
for lites efc.- ke
iehatabet Ingraime Po¢ 1 lo pﬂw~-—
Erek Aldrich for Pew——w- - w0 =
Jemes U. frnold to overseeing
building houge-—-=-ewm—rmn—rm———n

i s

) sale Pews

Discount Paid Paid
etc, for 01d for New
House itlouse
e 19.00 —-—-

47 42,00 17.12
—— 25, - —
—— 42, e ——
- 22.50 _—
——— ——— 1‘...(_
—— -——= 166 .87
. 50, ~— —
- 12 .00 —_—

.20 18.37 g.22

-—— 17.50 ——
IR AA 695 .87 10080.86

A 695.87  10080.86

- 15.—- —

—— 39, = ——

—_— _—— H4L8. T4

—— 1.88 -

—_— 1.88 -

—-——— 1.88 o

- 1.88 ———

- 1.88 —-—

——— 25.00 ——

— 25 e

- -—- 1.25

_— 1.88 —_—

———— 1.88 —_—

—m- - 35.mm

- —-——= 25

—_— 25,00 ———

—— ——— 39, -

o 1.88 —_—

——— 50— I

—— - 309 e
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Discount Paia Paid
ete. for 0ld for Hew
House House

May 22 P& L1/5 Peler Grinnell & Son's

bill No. of pewv—~~ R e e - 4.12
26 ' 2Corn Brooms— e e e e - -—- .50
June 11 ¥ Wm. Bradford's bill to B&C Dyer - - 22,01

25 ¥ James 2born Bal. itreasurer’s
Note given nim aftcor Discount

& Interest —_— - 319,83
* James Aborn bill Window Cassings
QB e m e e e e _— —— 41,00
30 M Fben, Johnson's bill candle sticks
&te.~ - - i e e e —— -—= 4 .99
July 2 " Bannerd Eddy's Dlll for Drafting &te. --- —-—— 50, —-
3 % Joseph Rawson's bill for siend in
Pul‘pl B e e - - —_—— ——— 3_21
18 % Taylor & Talbozs A " Triming
Puipit &te.- - - N N -—= 112. -~
fug.l4 " Daniel Field's Bill Pem &oc. nnnnnnn 3.27 42 .50 2.50
27 % Sam. Clark's bill for Painting (__) ——- ——— 25.98
Sept. .17 ¥V for 1 Floor & 1 Hend Brush--—----==~- R ——— 1.22

¥ James U. Arnold for Letiering with
the purcnagers of Pews & delivering
bills Sales & paying the owners of
ol1d Pews &tc.&bec.- ~ ~ —m mmmeme -——- —— 50,
o lote o Wesnington Instwance Office at
Exchange Bank for Insurance of house

azainst Fire whilst building— - o ——= o 90, -~
Amt. of 1 pe. Ct. Discount for Promp pay 5?7?5-w¢~—
i for toney nired & Interest broi from
Gehedule No .2. 10616.99
toney hired brot from Schedule Ko. 1~ 10218.---
At . Interest paid 398.99 398.99
At . Interest & Discount in building---=----~ 535755“

Deduct fmb. Discount on Orders for Aborn's &
Boswortn's taken up before payoeble brot from

Jehedule o, 6-- - T e S 4
387.02
Balance Interest & Discounts paid whilst building
TOUBE  mm ot e e e e e 387,02
fmt. paid for Pews in olu house can'd to L ‘
General o O, Crrrmmrm o e e e et manm——— ) 2890.24

. T oy New House ineluding eil expenses
cor d to General gf 318079.25
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2. Documents relating to the 1836 altersiions of the build-
ing

6]

a. winutes of ‘thie Beneficent Soclety mechbings: The
following notes are extracted from: Soclety
Records, Jeny. 1815-ich. 1854, of Sceretary
(enuseript mimites of Beneficent Society meetings,
kept ab the chaurch).

p. 128, Ipril 13, 1835

t,..asceriein whet amount may be raised...towards
megiing the expense of recent suizested lmprove-
menss on said House...."

p. 128, July 4, 1835

... the sua of 52500 might be obtained by assess-
meat on the Pews am oy contribublon to make

the coatenplated alverations of the Bullding as
per plans in possession of W.C., Snow Scer'y which
yas estimated to cost aboub 38300.. .0

p. 130, July 8, 1836

" .. bhe Commitiee appointed on July 4, 18356 to
recommend what repalra &oc. is necessary to be made
on the Deneficent Cong. Socleuvy rketing House,
Report. They nave examined the House, snd advise
the erection of a new Pulpit, hard finish the walls,
remove the Banisters from the Gellery and put in
pannels, °Bop up the windows back of the Pulpit,
re-mogel the Organ gellery, repair the fronl steps
wderpin the cast side of the house wilh Granite
waere there is now rough stone, peint the oultside
and inside of ithe house ¥White, and Lo make the
roof Tisght 1t will be necessaiy, to tale down the
Bell, w.ich can be put in & saall tower in the
raear of the Liceting House, they wento Durther
gtate they nave not been uDlL W agcertain the
exacl expense of the aforesald repairs bul suppose
it will cost sbout S}Uﬂﬁ..,& comnittes cppointed
with full powers to meke such repé.rs and altera-
tions in the Liceting louse as they mey desn ex-
pedient . --Vouved, that the E”eusu:er e hereby
authorized to hire from time to i such amount
of mongy as may be necsssary to mect the wanits
of the Gommiuoue for repeirs &c.--"

p. 139, Februery L, 1837

'L Hoted, what uhC'ue1“u:Dﬂ e :o“eov autinorized
to prige ol let bhe Now Pews atde The recent
altersiiong of the House..."
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p. 148, June 1z, 1837

*, L the Treasurer presented and read a statement
of the expenses incurred by the Society for re-
pairs, slterations &c. of the Meeting House.

--£ discussion then arose as to bhe course the
Soeclety should sdopt towards liguidating thelxr
debts, which resulted in a proposition to refer
the consideration of thig important subject to a
Special Committee...”

pp. 149-150, July 19, 1837

", ..iesolved, that it be rccommended to bhe Loclety
to assess a tax of ten thousand dollars oo the
congregebion statedly wordiipping in their House

in proportion bo thelr individual property..."

b. Financisl records relating to the alterstions:
The following notes are extracted from: Sociely
Records of the Treasurer, 1786~1882 (MHamiscript
financial records of the Beneficent Scciety,
kept at the church).

£,

pp. 101-103: Payments o J.H. & E.Martin, 1836~
1838, B7,457.77

P. 101: Payment to Tallmen snd Bucklin, July
20, 1837, $198.53.

1. Architectural cheracter: This is a large, brick church,
built in 1809 with important Greekx Revivald alterations

PART T17., ARCHITECTURAL THFORMAT ION
A, Genersl Ststement
in 1836.
2. Condition of fabric: Good
B. Technical Description of Exterior

1. Overall dimensions: Main block 91' {five bays) x 75'
{(norih front) on elevated basement, portico 457 x &',
Later rear wing forming offlce and chancel, 357 deep x
40 wide. large, adjoining parish nouse at soubhwest.

2. TFoundations: Handom ashler - granite.
&
3. vall consvruction: Drick facing on stone walls CQOIInGn
S 2

bond, brick 1-34% x &%, laid with narrow nortar joints.
Slight set-back zbove basemeni story,
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Porches: Tetrasiyle Doric portlco with fluted wood
columns, 4' in diometer, pediment with full Doric
entablature

Chirmeys: Brici chimney al rear

Openings:
2, Doorways and doors: Three main entrencesin portico;
double, wood doors, each leaf three panels, flat

e

sunk panels, Greek Revival moldings; horizontal
top lignts, simple meolded frames; splayed stone
lintels over two side doors, recbangular lintel
over center door. Door 1o basement on east side
of main bloek. Intrances on both sides of office-
chancel wing at the south end of the building.

b. Windows: Three tiers of windows on sides, double
hung windows on basement and gellery levels, itriple
hung on main floor, six-light sash. 13" x 18"
glass size. Top sash of Iriple hung windows, main
floor windows are blind, covered by gallery. Greek

e

Revival wood window frames on exterior.

Hoof:

a. Shape, covering: Low nip roof, asphalt roofing.

b. Cornice, eaves: Jood cornice, heavy moldings,
Greel ilevival profiles. Solid, paneled balustrade;
large, pealed cenber panels on each side with very
large scaele Greek key petiern.

e, Dome: Lerge, wood-framed dome over cenbter of

church, covered with sheel meftal; opclegonal drum
with paneled sidesg, LJ' high; dome 33' diameter,
slightly more than a hemisphere; dome surmounted
by wood copy of the choragic monument of Lyscirates
in Athens.

Technical Degeripbion of Interior

1.

Floor plans: Vesiibule on nortn front, full width of
the building with stairs to gallery ai each end; main
auditordun with galleries on rear and sides, single
aisles sepersied Irom center of audiltorium by rows of
Tour colwans on each gide; deep chencel added at south
end with high, center pulpit, choir aend organ.

Stairweys: U-shepe stairways to gellery in vestibule,
partislly eanclosed.
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3. Flooring: %Vood floors, carpeted.

4. Well and celling finish: Plaster. Shallow plaster vault
over main auditoriun, cellings over aisles and galleries
slope up tovard outside walls.

5. Doors anté doorweyg: Later doors from vestibule to audi-
toriun and from suwiitorium to offices on south side of
of building. iiolded, crossctied arcniitraves on doorways.

6. Trim: Fluted Jonic columns from floor to ceiling with
Geep Ionic entablature. Windows have molded architraves,
deep paneled jsmbs, louvered shutiers. ZIZlaborate, molded,
carved ,chancel woodwork added 1923.

7. Lighting: ZElectric

&. Heating: odern centrel hest

Site

Generzal seftting and orientstion: The building faces north,
o §idewalk lifie at front; landscaped Abbott Place on east;
large pariing lot on west; adjoining offices and pardsh house
on south.

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby, Architect
MNational Park Service
April 1962



